What Other Noted Experts Are Saying About Balancing Short-Term Interests
Against Longer-Term Risks and Payoffs

IKey References

The Limits to Growth

Authors: Donella H. Meadows, Dennis L. Meadows, Jgrgen Randers, William W. Behrens Il

Published: 1972 (updated in 1992, 2004)

Main Conclusions:

The book uses system dynamics modeling (World3 model) to show that unchecked exponential growth

in population, industrialization, pollution, food production, and resource consumption will lead to
overshoot and collapse if not mitigated.

Without substantial changes to consumption, technology, and resource management, a global crisis is
projected to occur within 100 years (from 1972).

Implications for Texas Water Policy:

e Texas must recognize resource limits — aquifers like Ogallala and Edwards are not infinite.

e Continued urban and industrial expansion without managing water use will accelerate depletion.

o Like the global systems modeled, Texas needs early interventions: water pricing reform,
conservation technologies, and regional planning to avoid collapse scenarios.

2. The Human Prospect

Author: Robert L. Heilbroner
Published: 1974
Main Conclusions:

Argues that the modern economy is on a collision course with ecological limits due to overreliance on
fossil fuels, growth ideology, and social inequality.

Stresses the need for ethical shifts and political will to embrace sustainability over consumption.
Implications for Texas Water Policy:

e Texas must move beyond short-term economic interests (e.g., real estate and industrial lobbying)
to ensure sustainable water use.

e Ethical leadership is needed to prioritize long-term public good over profit-driven water
allocation.

e Rural, disadvantaged, and Indigenous communities must be included in equitable water
planning.
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3. Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered

Author: E.F. Schumacher

Published: 1973

Main Conclusions:

Challenges “bigger is better” economic thinking.

Advocates for decentralized, human-scale technologies and sustainable development focused on quality
of life rather than economic scale.

Encourages appropriate technology, local self-reliance, and long-term stewardship.
Implications for Texas Water Policy:

e Encourages Texas to adopt local water harvesting, reuse, and distributed infrastructure (e.g.,
rainwater collection, graywater systems).

e Supports regional self-reliance instead of mega-pipelines or centralized state-level water
solutions.

e Small-scale water cooperatives and tech innovation (e.g., ag sensors, micro-irrigation) can offer
resilient alternatives.

4. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed

Author: Jared Diamond

Published: 2005

Main Conclusions:

Societal collapse is linked to five key factors:

e Environmental degradation

e C(Climate change

e Hostile neighbors

e Loss of trade partners

e Poor decision-making

e Success or failure depends on how societies respond to environmental warning signs, especially
in managing natural resources.

Implications for Texas Water Policy:

e Diamond’s case studies (e.g., the Ancestral Puebloans, Easter Island) show how water
mismanagement leads to irreversible collapse.
e Texas must heed early signs of aquifer overdraft, drought frequency, and interbasin tensions.



e Water governance must be adaptive and science-driven, with early action prioritized over

reactive crisis management.

Themes

Reference

Texas Implications

System Limits

Limits to Growth

Aquifer depletion and over-
urbanization must be modeled
and mitigated.

Ethical Governance

The Human Prospect

Strong political leadership is
needed to put sustainability
over growth.

Decentralization

Small is Beautiful

Empower local water districts,
homeowners, and farms with
tools to conserve and reuse.

Collapse Prevention

Collapse: How Societies Choose

to Fail or Succeed

Learn from past collapses —
prioritize environmental signals
and make informed, bold
decisions.




